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Citizens for Global Solutions stands in solidarity with all peoples and with any nation whose
rights have been violated in international disputes of any kind. But at this chilling moment, we
especially stand with the people of Ukraine against Russia’s illegal act of aggression. We call
for adherence to international law as underscored in Article 2(4) of the United Nations Charter
which states that, “All Members shall refrain in their international relations from the threat or use
of force against the territorial integrity or political independence of any state, or in any other
manner inconsistent with the Purposes of the United Nations.” It is obvious that President Putin
has violated the spirit, if not the letter, of this most primary of all international agreements.
In 1947, Citizens for Global Solutions was founded as the United World Federalists to promote
the concept that peace with justice can only be possible through the creation of a democratic
federation of nations. All these years later, it couldn’t be more obvious that although the United
Nations has done much good in the world, as it is currently structured it is largely unable to stop
military aggression across national borders. We must transform the United Nations from a
confederation of nations to a United Federation of Nations with the ability, through the vehicle of
a world constitution and a global legislature, to create and enforce international law in order to
eliminate war and nuclear weapons, protect universal human rights, save our fragile global
environment, and cooperatively manage global pandemics. It is time for all of us to demand this
better method to govern our world.
Taking this broader view, we recognize that our current flawed system of global governance
lacks mechanisms of law enforcement and fair adjudication—exemplified by the fact that Russia
was in a position to veto the Security Council’s condemnation of their own immoral act of
aggression. Instead, our current world system depends upon the good will of leaders of all
nations upholding their treaty agreements and resolving disputes through diplomacy, in accord
with the narrow “self-interest” of their nations. What is playing out before our eyes in Ukraine,
as well as in numerous other instances since WWII, demonstrates the inadequacy of a system
that depends on good will and self-interest—and ultimately on the global rule of the nation (or
alliance) with the strongest military and a willingness to use it—rather than the rule of impartial
justice. Situations such as the Ukraine war will only cease when we have enforceable global law
and the use of world courts to settle disputes. Without these mechanisms of genuine civilization,
all sides are victims of a system that cannot guarantee peace and security.
Given the absence of the just rule of enforceable world law, we call on the Security Council to
enforce member agreements, which we view as the best existing means to ensure the safety and
protection of innocent civilians. We also commend the International Criminal Court for its
decision to open an investigation on the situation in Ukraine. Those who commit genocide, war
crimes, crimes against humanity and the crime of aggression must be brought to justice.

