











Although development and security pro-
grams are treated as conflicting priorities
in national budgets, untapped opportuni-
ties leverage and mutually support each
other. This entails not simply a realloca-
tion of resources, but also a wiser, more
strategic expenditure of those invest-
ments. We propose an innovative “whole
of society” approach to bridging the se-
curity/development divide that would le-
verage donor investments in both security
assistance and development assistance, so
as to ensure recipient state buy-in and an
enduring return on investment.

Western political leaders, academics,
nongovernmental organizations (NGOs),
and philanthropists are all fond of decry-
ing the divisions between the develop-
ment and security communities. But un-
til there is a greater financial allocation
of resources toward poverty eradication,
trade enhancement, basic education, in-
frastructure development, public health,
and other critical development priorities,
the world will be beset by a growing ar-
ray of security threats — including ter-
rorism and the proliferation of nuclear,
biological, and chemical weapons. Using,
among other tools, UNSCR 1540, the in-
ternational community should now lever-
age existing resources and mechanisms to
circumvent the stove-piped proclivities
of governments and bridge the develop-
ment/security divide.

The Next 100 Project is a collaborative
effort between the Cooperative Nonpro-
liferation Program at the Henry L. Stim-
son Center and the Stanley Foundation,
“targeting sustainable implementation”
of UN Security Council Resolution 1540.

“The focus of the project is to identify
new sources of assistance for addressing
endemic threats in the developing world,
including poverty, corruption, infectious
disease, and economic underdevelopment
by tapping national security resources and
addressing mutual concerns.”

The Stanley Foundation “seeks a secure
peace with freedom and justice, built on
world citizenship and effective global
governance”. A nonpartisan, private foun-
dation, located in Muscatine, Iowa (on-
line at < www.stanleyfoundation.org>), it
“focuses on peace and security issues and
advocates principled multilateralism”.

Located in Washington, DC (and <www.
stimson.org>), The Stimson Center is
a nonprofit, nonpartisan institution “de-
voted to offering practical solutions to
problems of global security” and “com-
mitted to meaningful impact, a thorough
integration of analysis and outreach, and
a creative and innovative approach to
problems”.

Sylvie Lucas, Permanent Representa-
tive of Luxembourg to the United Nations,
and President of the Economic & Social
Council (ECOSOC), addressing a high-
level special ECOSOC meeting with the
Bretton Woods Institutions, the World
Trade Organization and the United
Nations Conference on Trade & Develop-
ment on the impact of the global financial
and economic crisis on development,
New York City, 27 April 2009; upon her
election in January, Ambassador Lucas
pledged special attention to advancing
global health initiatives

(UN Photo/Eskinder Debebe)
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In the last analysis, human security
means a child who did not die, a disease
that did not spread, an ethnic tension
that did not explode, a dissident who was
not silenced, a human spirit that was not
crushed. The imperatives of this human
security have become universal,
indivisible, and truly global today.

~ Mahbub ul Hagq,

Pakistani economist; one of the founders
of human development theory; created
the Human Development Index, used
since 1993 by the UNDP in its annual
report; founded the Human Development
Centre in Pakistan (named for him

after his death in 1998)

Compassion is not hereditable.

It can and therefore must be taught.

The teaching of compassion, the exercise
of the soul, will open the heart.

And then nothing will be impossible.

~ Awraham Soetendorp,

rabbi of the Reform Jewish Community
of The Hague and of the Union of Dutch
Reform Jewish Communities; active in
World Council of Religious Leaders and
Global Forum of Spiritual & Parliamen-
tary Leaders; born in 1943 in Amster-
dam, he survived as a “hidden child”

Notes
&
‘Resources

SUSTAINABLE SECURITY

As part of the Center for American Prog-
ress’ Sustainable Security series, the
ENOUGH Project’s Gayle Smith, Da-
vid Sullivan, and Andrew Sweet have
produced a report, The Price of Preven-
tion: Getting Ahead of Global Crises
(November 2008), arguing that, rather
than simply responding to crises as they
arise, America’s foreign policy apparatus
should be overhauled and focus on con-
flict prevention.

According to the report, “positioning
America to lead in a 21st century world
will take more than extending a hand to
our allies, fixing a long list of misdirected
policies, and crafting a new national secu-
rity strategy that is tough as well as smart.
Globalization provides an immutable
backdrop to our foreign policy. America
is today competing on a global playing
field that is more complex, dynamic, and
interdependent and thus far less certain
than in the past.

“Leading in this new world will
require a fundamental shift away from
our outdated notion of national security
to a more modern concept of sustainable
security — that is, our security as defined
by the contours of a world gone global
and shaped by our common humanity.

“Sustainable security combines
three approaches:

v National security: the safety of the
United States;

v/ Human security: the well-being
and safety of people;

v Collective security: the shared
interests of the entire world.

“Sustainable security, in short,
can shape our continued ability to simul-
taneously prevent or defend the United
States from real-time threats, reduce
sweeping human insecurity around the
world, and manage long-term threats to

our collective, global security. This new
approach takes into account the many
(and ongoing) changes that have swept
our planet since the end of the Cold
War.”

e Also available from ENOUGH’s “In
Search of Sustainable Security”: Link-
ing National Security, Human Security,
and Collective Security to Protect Amer-
ica and Our World, by Project Co-Chair
Gayle E. Smith, a Senior Fellow at the
Center for American Progress and Direc-
tor of its International Rights & Respon-
sibilities Program. After more than 20
years as an award-winning journalist in
Africa, for major newspapers, she served
as Special Assistant to the President and
Senior Director for African Affairs at the
National Security Council from 1998-
2001 and as Senior Advisor to the Ad-
ministrator and Chief of Staff of the US
Agency for International Development
from 1994-1998. She has consulted for
a wide range of non-governmental orga-
nizations, foundations, and governmen-
tal organizations including UNICEEF, the
World Bank, Dutch Interchurch Aid, Nor-
wegian Church Relief, and the Canadian
Council for International Cooperation. A
member of the Council on Foreign Rela-
tions, she serves on the boards of Oxfam
America, the Africa America Institute,
USA for Africa, and the National Secu-
rity Network, and on the policy advisory
boards of DATA, the Acumen Fund, and
the Global Fairness Initiative. She was
the Working Group Chair on Global Pov-
erty for the Clinton Global Initiative from
2005 to 2007.

~

CONVERTING CRISIS

* In The Federalist Debate - Papers on
Federalism in Europe and the World (No.
3,2008), its editor, Professor Lucio Levi
of Turin University, asserts that the weak-
ening of certain US models “represents a
great opportunity for the evolution of the
world towards a multipolar order without
hegemonies, and for reform of the UN
system”, so the European Union needs
to assert itself more coherently, taking on
new responsibility in the form of initia-
tives to create a new Bretton Woods and a
nuclear weapon-free world, while dealing
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The only alternative to ethnic
nationalism is federalism, that enables
peoples to compound their aspirations to
autonomy with lasting peace, assured by
supranational institutions ... .

~ Lucio Levi,
Turin University,
editor of The Federalist Debate

We will not achieve the understanding
we need, however, unless we are willing
to think clearly about our problems and

to follow those thoughts wherever they

lead. Some people say that our economic
problems are structural, with no quick
cure available; but I believe that the only
important structural obstacles to world
prosperity are the obsolete doctrines that
clutter the minds of men.

~ Paul Krugman, “What To Do”,
New York Review of Books,
20 November 2008

with climate issues and “regionalizing”
the UN Security Council.

In the first issue of 2009, Mr Levi pro-
motes emergence from the current crisis
of a new world monetary order that could
emerge from the current crisis, based on
the example of the eurozone, in which
a basket of currencies replacing the US
dollar would give rise to a world curren-
¢y unit, and Antonio Mosconi (Council
member of the Einstein Centre for Inter-
national Studies) envisions the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) turning into
a “true” ministerial economic committee
of the UN, like the ECOFIN Council in
the European Union, while the Bank
of International Settlements becomes a
central bank “of the system of monetary
systems”, responsible, like the Euro-
pean Central Bank in the eurozone, for
monitoring and supervising the financial
world.

e Last autumn, when the failings of the
global financial sector became unavoid-
able, various world leaders, in particular
from Europe, used the UN General Assem-
bly session to speak in favor of new glob-
al laws and institutions for better regula-
tion of the international financial system.
When the United Kingdom and France
called for global regulatory agencies and
measures to be adopted by the IMF or
G-8, William Pace, General Secretary for
the World Federalist Movement-Institute
for Global Policy (WFM) — which ad-
vocates for democratic reform and over-
sight of global institutions — warned that
those proposals were headed down the
wrong path. “One dollar/one vote, or one
Euro/one vote, decision-making helped
cause the crisis in the first place,” said
Pace. “The IMF, controlled by Europe
and the USA, has a voting structure estab-
lished in 1949 and is unrepresentative of
the world’s political and economic reality
in 2008. The G-8 is even worse. Most of
the world’s governments will not accept
proposals based on these undemocratic
institutions.” WFM has argued that re-
view of “global financial architecture and
decision-making” and consideration of
“new global regulatory mechanisms for
the international financial sector” should
be part of democratization dialogues in
the General Assembly.

In the same public statement (October
2008), WFM also advocated “that the
UN General Assembly consider, after
63 years of marginalization, the poten-
tial role of the UN Economic and Social
Council (ECOSOC) as a mechanism
for global financial policy-making”. A
different voting system that “could be
achieved in ECOSOC may be the most
viable structure to develop needed regu-
lations and structures for the international
financial system. The missing ingredient
has always been the political will to be-
gin the negotiations,” said William Pace,
stressing that “legitimate international
debates must also include representatives
of international organizations and non-
governmental organizations with relevant
expertise in a consultative capacity”.

~

CRISIS RECOVERY WITH WOMEN

Discussing the economic crisis in a San
Francisco Chronicle op-ed (“Women
Can Lead the Way to Recovery”, 9 March
2009), Chris Grumm, Judy Patrick and
Kavita Ramdas concluded: “Yet as law-
makers and economists attempt to find a
way to stop the downward spiral and re-
build the economy, investing in women
and women-led solutions must be central
to any plan.

“Women are capable of forging
lasting change, starting with their fami-
lies, then transforming entire commu-
nities and beyond. We know that when
women are economically secure, families
are economically secure and, ultimately,
so are communities and nations. That’s
the perspective that drives the work of
the Women’s Foundation of California,
the Global Fund for Women and the more
than 130 women’s funds from around the
world that comprise the Women’s Fund-
ing Network.

“Women’s funds invest in solu-
tions created by and in partnership with
women who are pushed to the margins.
We see women as experts and solution-
builders who can lead whole communi-
ties to security, not as victims or passive
recipients.”

Chris Grumm is president and CEO of the
Women’s Funding Network, Judy Patrick
is president and CEO of the Women’s
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Foundation of California, and Kavita
Ramdas is president and CEO of the
Global Fund for Women.

~S

POVERTY REDUCTION
BY WOMEN

On International Women’s Day (8 March),
CARE presented the new documentary
film, “A Powerful Noise”, in 450 the-
aters, followed by a simulcast of a town
hall meeting in New York. The film, di-
rected by Tom Cappello and produced by
Scott Thigpen, focuses on three women
activists on different continents: AIDS
activist Bui My Hanh in Vietnam; Jac-
queline Dembele, who runs girls’ schools
in the slums of Bamako, Mali; and Nada
Markovic, a mother of three in Bosnia,
who runs an agricultural co-op and fair
trade market for war widows and works
to overcome ethnic divisions in her coun-
try. “When you look at the most marginal-
ized group on the planet, it’s women and
girls,” Mr Thigpen told the Atlanta Jour-
nal-Constitution (3 March 2009). “You
have to give them a voice in their societ-
ies, to have a say in how things are done”,
if global poverty is going to be reduced.

The film debuted at the Tribeca Film Fes-
tival; the DVD will be released in July.

(Adult literacy class, Bamako, Mali;
Photo: Sheila Johnson / A Powerful Noise)

~

FORWARD LOOKING STRATEGIES

Promises and Realities, a collection of
papers by several women in academia or
active in women’s and other human rights
movements in East Africa, is one of the
activities of the Ford Foundation-sup-

ported Nairobi + 21 project, which took
stock of progress made with regard to
goals agreed upon at the UN International
Women’s conference in Kenya in 1985, at
the end of the UN Decade for Women.

Those “Nairobi Forward Looking Strate-
gies” (NFLS) were “the first-ever inter-
national global plan of action to advance
women’s rights”, according to reviewer
(and previous Minerva essayist) Katha-
mbi Kinoti, reporting for the Association
for Women’s Rights in Development (28
February 2009). The book examines vari-
ous aspects of the lives of women in rela-
tion to the NFLS, “assess[ing] the impact
of the NFLS from different angles such as
the portrayal of women in the media, the
status of young women, women and edu-
cation and the link between women and
the environment. On the whole, the book
demonstrates that there has been progress
on many fronts, for example increased ac-
cess to education for girls, an increase in
the presence of women in decision-mak-
ing positions, and some degree of erasure
of negative images of women in arts and
the media.”

Among the contributors, Wanjiku Mbugua
grapples with “ongoing clashes between
values touted as traditional and interna-
tionally recognized human rights”; Maria
Nasssali traces evidence of both increased
female “access to decision-making spac-
es” and untouched “male systemic privi-
leges or relations of power that sustain
patriarchy”; Patricia Kameri-Mbote calls
for more synergy between women’s rights
and environmental movements; Sarah
Mukasa chronicles challenges of securing
women’s sexual and reproductive health
and rights; and L. Muthoni Wanyeki
“presents an overview of all the analysis,
gender mainstreaming and measurement
tools referred to throughout the book™ and
of their still-limited use.

Kameri-Mbote, P., Muteshi-Strachan, J.,
Ruto, Sara J. (Eds.), Promises and Reali-
ties: Taking Stock of the 3rd UN Interna-
tional Women’s Conference; 2009: Af-
rican Woman and Child Feature Service
and African Centre for Technology Stud-
ies, Nairobi.

CEDAW IMPLEMENTATION

* Although hopes have quickened with
election of CEDAW supporters as Presi-
dent and Vice President, ratification of
the Convention is still frozen at 185 coun-
tries — the outsiders being Iran, Nauru,
Palau, Qatar, Somalia, Sudan, Tonga and
the United States. Past issues of Minerva
have presented various efforts of certain
US municipalities to fill the gap, most am-
bitiously: San Francisco’s model local
version of CEDAW, which began with a
Commission on the Status of Women that
eventually has been elevated to an active
city department (the DOSW).

An article by Justine Andronici in the
winter issue of Ms. Magazine updates
the impact there of applying CEDAW to
policies and practices (crucially including
budgeting). “When policy-makers have a
better understanding of how the budget
impacts men and women differently, they
are better prepared to make good deci-
sions about how to allocate their money,”
says Ann Lehman, DOSW’s senior policy
analyst. Ms. comments that “San Francis-
co does not yet have mandatory gender-
responsive budgeting, but it’s well on the
way to being the first US city to adopt it.”
The article also points out that “success-
ful use of CEDAW in San Francisco’s
public sector has even led to its applica-
tion in the private sector”, through an
array of DOSW partnerships with major
businesses around the Bay Area.

Turning to the wider context, “[t]he prog-
ress being made in San Francisco is re-
flected around the world in countries that
are already implementing CEDAW. To
name just a few: In Uganda, it has led
to the establishment of state-funded pro-
grams and policies to help stop domestic
violence; in India and Pakistan more girls
are in school. In Germany, Guatemala, the
Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Spain and
the United Kingdom, working women
now enjoy improved maternity leave and
child care in accord with CEDAW pro-
visions. In 22 countries, laws have been
passed to increase women’s participation
in government. ‘As we purport to support
the advancement of women’s rights in
Afghanistan, Iraq and around the world,
it is long past time for the US to pass CE-
DAW,’ says Eleanor Smeal, president of
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the Feminist Majority Foundation (pub-
lisher of Ms.). “We are gearing up for a
major push.’”

* Since multiple forms of discrimination
affect indigenous women, CEDAW is
particularly important to advancing in-
digenous peoples’ rights. Therefore, the
Forest Peoples Programme offers an
80-page Guide to Indigenous Women’s
Rights under the International Conven-
tion on the Elimination of All Forms
of Discrimination Against Women, by
Ellen-Rose Kambel, whose law degree
and PhD in Social Sciences from the Uni-
versity of Leiden prepared her for exten-
sive work with indigenous organizations
in Suriname since 1995. She is the author
of several books and articles on indige-
nous rights and gender issues. Recogniz-
ing that the monitoring Committee on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimina-
tion Against Women receives implemen-
tation reports and then issues conclusions
about compliance that “occasionally refer
to the situation of indigenous women”,
and that “a complaints procedure has
recently been established which permits
indigenous women, in certain countries,
to complain about violations of their
rights”, the Guide “provides an over-
view of the Convention and the Commit-
tee and gives guidance on how to make
use of the various procedures offered by
the Convention” — in “hope that it will
provide indigenous women with a better
understanding of the Convention and sup-
port their use of these international pro-
cedures to gain redress ... [and that] it
will help spur states throughout the world
to reform their domestic laws and judicial
procedures so that they provide effective
and meaningful protections for the rights
of indigenous women within their juris-
dictions”.

Other guides in the Forest Peoples series:

* A Guide to indigenous peoples’ rights
under the International Convention on
the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination

* A Guide to indigenous peoples’ rights in
the International Labour Organization

* A Guide to indigenous peoples’rights in
the Inter-American Human Rights System
(www.forestpeoples.org).

~

DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS
OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

When the UN General Assembly voted on
the Declaration on the Rights of Indige-
nous Peoples in 2007, only four countries
voted against it: the United States, New
Zealand, Canada, and Australia. In April
the Rudd government in Australia for-
mally endorsed the declaration (source:
Cultural Survival <www.cs.org>). In
March Amnesty International had criti-
cized his party for failing to support the
declaration in its first year in office (en-
dorsement had been an election promise).
Aboriginal leaders also complained about
the delay. The previous government had
opposed the declaration on grounds that
it elevates customary law above nation-
al law. Since then, a current Opposition
spokesman said that ratification would
amount to exempting one racial group
from Australian law, with “far-reaching
consequences”. The Indigenous Affairs
Minister said it would not “bestow ad-
ditional” rights on Aboriginal Australians
(The Australian and Sydney Morning
Herald, 26 March 2009).

~

ALPHABET

A portion of the proceeds from Tribal
Alphabet (Umbrage Books), a new chil-
dren’s book that “celebrates the beauty
and strength of the world’s cultures”,
written by Nan Richardson and illustrated
by Claudia Pearson, will benefit Cultural
Survival. A reviewer says it is “a dazzling
group portrait of the world of indigenous
peoples from Aborigine to Zulu”.

~

UN’S WORLD DIGITAL LIBRARY

The World Digital Library (www.wdl.
org) was inaugurated in April at the Paris
headquarters of UNESCO, starting with
about 1,200 documents and their expla-
nations from scholars in Arabic, Chinese,
English, French, Portuguese, Spanish
and Russian. Privately financed, and de-
veloped by a team at the Library of Con-
gress, with technical assistance from the
Bibliotheca Alexandrina in Egypt, it is
designed to accommodate an unlimited

number of texts, charts and illustrations
from as many countries and libraries as
want to contribute. So far, 26 other li-
braries and institutions in 19 countries
have contributed to the project. Accord-
ing to the Washington Post (21 April
2009), “their offerings include rubbings
of oracle bones from the National Library
of China, delicate drawings of court life
from the National Diet Library of Japan
and a 13th-century ‘Devil’s Bible’ from
the National Library of Sweden. Each is
accompanied by a brief explanation of its
content and significance. The documents
have been scanned onto the site directly,
in their original languages, but the expla-
nations appear in all seven of the site’s of-
ficial languages.”

~

RESISTANCE TALES

After Gandhi: 100 Years of Non-Violent
Resistance, by Maine illustrator Anne
Sibley O’Brien and her son Perry Ed-
mond O’Brien, formerly a conscientious
objector in Afghanistan and now a labor
organizer in New York, profiles persons
who “chose to respond with nonviolent
resistance as the path to change”, includ-
ing Nelson Mandela, Rosa Parks, Cesar
Chavez, Aung San Suu Kyi, and the moth-
ers of the “disappeared” of Argentina.

~

COUNCIL OF CONSCIENCE
CHARTER FOR COMPASSION

At the invitation of Karen Armstrong, a
“Council of Conscience” — a multi-faith,
multi-national group of religious think-
ers and leaders — is crafting a Charter
for Compassion. After “people of all na-
tions, all faiths, all backgrounds” submit-
ted suggestions, in February the Council
sorted and discussed the contributions,
intending to reveal the final Charter in
late 2009. Meanwhile, one can nominate
religious leaders to sign the Charter and
participate in other ways at <http://char-
terforcompassion.com>.

According to that site, “The Charter for
Compassion is a collaborative effort to
build a peaceful and harmonious global
community. Bringing together the voices
of people from all religions, the Charter
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Why we need a charter of compassion
in these times is that we have become
almost used to cruelty and distrust on
a massive scale. It may be that people
of faith — of all faiths — could use
their traditions and the strength of
their communities to draw attention to
this and to pull together ideas that will
make a difference. If faith is not about
compassion, it has little to offer.

~ Rabbi Julia Neuberger,
President of Liberal Judaism

In a world where force is too often the
response to differences of opinion,
distinctions in culture, diversity of life-
style and ideas of the divine, compassion
is its one universal spiritual antidote.
This Charter for Compassion is the first
program in history to give the spiritual
voices of the globe the opportunity to
unite in this deepest and most authentic
cry of the religious heart of humankind
for oneness, for peace.

~ Sister Joan Chittister,

Order of St Benedict, co-chair of the
Global Peace Initiative of Women,

a partner organization of the UN

seeks to remind the world that while all
faiths are not the same, they all share
the core principle of compassion and the
Golden Rule. The Charter will change the
tenor of the conversation around religion.
It will be a clarion call to the world. ...
[and] will shift conceptions of religion for
all people. ... The Charter will show that
the voice of negativity and violence so of-
ten associated with religion is the minor-
ity and that the voice of compassion is the
majority. Through the participation of the
grassroots, people around the world will
expect more out of religious leaders and
one another. ...

“The Charter for Compassion will not be
anew organization. There are hundreds of
existing organizations around the world
already working tirelessly in the name of
compassion and interfaith dialogue. Our
goal is to raise the profile of their work.

“The Charter does NOT assume:

e all religions are the same;

e compassion is the only thing that mat-
ters in religion;

e religious people have a monopoly on
compassion.

“The Charter DOES affirm that:

e compassion is celebrated in all major
religious, spiritual and ethical traditions;
* the Golden Rule is our prime duty and
cannot be limited to our own political, re-
ligious or ethnic group;

o therefore, in our divided world, compas-
sion can build common ground.”

A prominent commentator on religious
affairs (see Minerva #s 20 & 30), Karen
Armstrong discussed this project on “Bill
Moyers Journal” in March. After leaving
her life as a nun in a British convent to
pursue a degree in modern literature at
Oxford, she wrote a provocative book
about her seven years in the convent,
Through the Narrow Gate, in 1982; a re-
cent book, The Spiral Staircase, discusses
her post-convent spiritual awakening (she
calls herself a “freelance monotheist”).
She has written more than 20 books about
commonalities of Islam, Judaism & Chris-
tianity and their effect on world events,
including A History of God and Holy
War: The Crusades and Their Impact on
Today’s World, and on fundamentalism as
an outgrowth of modern culture.

(The Council of Conscience includes pro-
minent figures of several faiths, but no
one from “Non Prophet Organizations” or
other compassionistas.)

~

GLOBAL HEALTH POLICY

The 2008 Institute of Medicine report
on the global health commitment of the
US government and recommendations
for the new administration, as summa-
rized by The Lancet (February 2009):
“First, the new administration should
highlight health as a pillar of US for-
eign policy. Second, a White House In-
teragency Committee on Global Health
should be formed and chaired by a White
House global-health tsar, who will serve
as deputy assistant to the President. Third,
a balanced aid portfolio should be cre-
ated to cover diverse global-health issues
including AIDS, malaria, tuberculosis,
children’s and women'’s health, nutrition,
family planning and reproductive health,
chronic and non-communicable disease,
injury, and health systems. Fourth, the
US Government should enhance partner-
ships with national governments, support
the leadership of WHO, and fund research
for health. Last, the budget for US global-
health assistance should be increased an-
nually and doubled to $15 billion by the
year 2012.”

~

POPULATION

The latest UN Population Fund (UNFPA)
annual report, State of the World Popula-
tion 2008 - Reaching Common Ground:
Culture, Gender and Human Rights (and
its Youth Supplement, “Generation of
Change: Young People and Culture”) ob-
viously focus on how the necessity of in-
tegrating culture — “a fundamental part
of people’s lives” — into development
policy & programming “works in prac-
tice”. Harmful cultural traditions can be
difficult to deal with, but “as development
workers, we have to partner with forces of
positive cultural change to protect human
rights and human well-being,” said UNF-
PA Executive Director Thoraya Ahmed
Obaid when the report was issued in No-
vember 2008. “Our experience shows that
we can work closely with these positive
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forces for cultural change to protect hu-
man rights.“ If we try to understand is-
sues that “seem to be impediments”, we
can change them enough to save lives,
she said. “Human rights are everybody’s
work, and being culturally sensitive and
understanding the context is everybody’s
business. ... Communities have to look at
their cultural values and practices and de-
termine whether they impede or promote
the realization of human rights. Then,
they can build on the positive and change
the negative.”

Although the UNFPA report’s theme
properly reminds us that “in the sweat
and toil of bringing reproductive health
care to the world’s most vulnerable, one
has to know the culture of the people
one is serving,” says 34 Million Friends
of UNFPA co-founder & campaigner
Jane Roberts (whose commentary has
appeared in Minerva #s 26 & 30), “that’s
trickier than it may sound when the point
of many cultural norms is to subjugate
half the population for the misbegotten
benefit of the other half, thereby crippling
whole societies”.

In her view, deprivation of family plan-
ning is one of the basic, most commonly
practiced, debilitating acts of violence
against women. A woman'’s lack of access
to reproductive health services, including
safe birth and family planning, “attacks
her personhood”. Indeed “access to fami-
ly planning is a human right established at
ICPD [1994 International Conference on
Population and Development] and within
the MDGs.... In the world today, there is
a vast unmet demand for family planning.
Family planning can at least mitigate the
worst of humanitarian and environmental
crises. ... Thoraya Obaid has lamented
that the family planning share of the over-
all world reproductive health budget has
fallen from 55 percent to only 7 percent
in recent years”, even though access to
family planning would contribute in im-
portant ways to the Millennium Develop-
ment Goals of reducing child mortality
and improving maternal health. To her
dismay, MDG 5 of improving maternal
health is generating the least resources
and lagging the furthest behind, reports
Jane Roberts, who “fear[s] that the Unit-
ed Nations will become, with 9.1 billion
people struggling to survive, hardly more

than a crisis response, crisis management
organization” (MaximsNews Network,
December 2008).

A worrisome UN report prepared for the
April 2009 session of the UN Commis-
sion on Population & Development noted
that the global financial crisis may inter-
fere disastrously with commitments to
population assistance, while the financial
targets set fifteen years ago in Egypt by
the International Conference on Popula-
tion and Development “do not meet the
current needs that have grown dramati-
cally over the last decade” anyway. The
Commission on Population & Develop-
ment has been asked to review and update
the figures to reflect current rising costs in
health care worldwide.

Anika Rahman, president of Americans
for UNFPA, told IPS (8 April 2009): “It
is unacceptable that in the last 20 years
global funding has decreased substan-
tially even as the need for maternal health
care and family planning has increased.
... I am hopeful that President Obama’s
support for UNFPA will positively impact
the commitment to women’s health from
the world’s governments.”

Although encouraged by President Oba-
ma’s removal of the global gag rule and
his directive that future money voted by
Congress for UNFPA will be released,
Jane Roberts notes that the total amount
of Congressionally approved funding
for UNFPA withheld by the Bush Ad-
ministration ($244 million) is lost. By
Inauguration Day, 34 Million Friends
<www.34millionfriends.org> — which
began asking for at least one dollar from
Americans in 2002 when the Bush Ad-
ministration refused to release $34 million
— had garnered $4,000,000 from donors
concerned with saving lives and reducing
population pressure on natural resources
(February 2009); it continues to do so.

~

CLIMATE CATASTROPHE

The number of people who will suffer cli-
mate-related disasters by 2015 will rise by
50% to an estimated 375 million people,
according to a report issued by Oxfam In-
ternational in April. Oxfam is calling for

a fundamental review of the humanitarian
aid system, which “can barely cope with
the current level of disasters and could be
overwhelmed,” said the organization’s
chief executive, Barbara Stocking. The
report states that “[f]inance for adapta-
tion [to climate change] is an obligation
— it must be separate and additional to aid
commitments, in the form of grants not
loans, and disbursed through equitable
governance mechanisms. ... Adaptation
finance is needed immediately so that
developing countries can begin investing
in projects to reduce vulnerability. So far,
rich countries have pledged $18bn in one-
off amounts and less than $1bn has been
delivered. In the same time, countries
have found trillions to bail out their bank-
ing sectors,” says the report, The Right to
Survive: the humanitarian challenge for
the 21st century.

~

CLIMATE CHANGE
& INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

At the mid-April Indigenous Peoples’
Global Summit on Climate Change, in
Anchorage, Alaska, hosted by the Inuit
Circumpolar Council, some 400 indig-
enous people from 80 countries gathered
to consider how to bring into international
climate change negotiations — such as
those in Copenhagen next December —
their traditions of adaptation to often harsh
environments. “We don’t want to be seen
just as the powerless victims of climate
change,” said summit chair Patricia Co-
chran, an Inupiat native of Nome, Alaska
(Reuters, 19 April). “Our conference is
really stirred by our wanting to become
leaders ... on climate change because we
have the ability to bring information from
our communities to the rest of the world.”
Delegates drafted a declaration calling for
governments to include indigenous peo-
ple — as many as 350 million, or about
6 percent of the world’s population — in
any new international climate pact. (FMI:
www.indigenoussummit.com)

~
WATER & INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

At the 2009 Native American Film+Video
Festival in March, at the National Muse-
um of the American Indian in New York,
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directors Caimi Waissé (Xavante) and Da-
vid Herndndez Palmar (Wayuu) presented
their documentary film, “Owners of the
Water”, about Xavante communities in
Brazil protecting their riverine resources.

~S

WATER SCARCITY DEEMED
BIGGER THREAT THAN
FINANCIAL MELTDOWN

An ominous new report, compiled by
24 UN agencies under the auspices of
UNESCO, is based on a comprehensive
assessment of the state of the world’s
fresh water, commissioned for use at the
World Water Forum (a triennial event
not organized by the UN) in mid-March
in Istanbul. Observing that “[t]Joday, wa-
ter management crises are developing in
most of the world”, The World Water
Development Report catalogs the threats
and demands that result in “a continu-
ously increasing demand for finite water
resources for which there are no substi-
tutes” and predicts that by 2030, nearly
half of the world’s population will be
living in areas of high water stress. The
report shows that water shortages, in
conjunction with population pressures
and displacements, already are “begin-
ning to constrain economic growth” in
diverse regions and are ‘“increasingly
driving conflicts” in politically unstable
areas — probably “increas[ing] the risk
of major national and international secu-
rity threats” and definitely requiring new
security strategies.

Another report prepared for Istanbul, by
the World Economic Forum, stated that
lack of water, will “soon tear into various
parts of the global economic system” and
“start to emerge as a headline geopoliti-
cal issue”. Noting that some 60 per cent
of China’s 669 cities are already short of
water, for example, the report adds: “The
financial crisis gives us a stark warning of
what can happen if known economic risks
are left to fester. We are living in a wa-
ter ‘bubble’ as unsustainable and fragile
as that which precipitated the collapse in
world financial markets. We are now on
the verge of bankruptcy in many places
with no way of paying the debt back.”

Recent Minerva essayist Maude Barlow
called for the Istanbul meeting to be the

last World Water Forum, and several
southern governments, led by Uruguay,
are gathering support for an alternative
forum to be led by the United Nations,
reports Jeff Conant of Food and Water
Watch (AlterNet, 17 March 2009).

Serving as a senior adviser on water is-
sues to the president of the UN General
Assembly, Ms Barlow continues to argue
that water issues can be dealt with prop-
erly and successfully only if water ac-
cess is recognized by UN convention as
a human right. Some private water sup-
pliers do not dispute that notion, focusing
on the business of delivery, while some
“critics of the private sector say they are
not opposed to its involvement in deliver-
ing water, as long as control of resources
remains in public hands” (Yigal Schleif-
er, Christian Science Monitor, 19 March
2009). Maude Barlow cautions: “There’s
a huge role for the private sector to help
us secure our water future, but it has to be
within this notion that water is a public
trust. It’s not the market that should de-
cide who has access to water. It should be
a public trust and a public right.”

“The water crisis is deepening every-
where,” Ms Barlow said earlier, in a tele-
phone interview with Erin Anderssen of
the Toronto Globe & Mail (25 October
2008). “With my heart and soul, I believe
it is the single most important environ-
mental and human-rights threat of our
time, and it’s the one hitting now. There is
nothing ‘in the future’ about this [issue].”
And it covers all the areas she is most pas-
sionate about: gender, poverty, the local
& planetary environment, social justice.

She worries that fellow Canadians, among
the heaviest users of water in the world,
are wallowing in a “myth of abundance”,
while their percentage of the world’s
water supply is dropping and some ab-
original communities have limited access
to drinking water. “We have to have the
courage to see the crisis as it is.”

~

PROTECTION IN NEW WORLD

The major shift in global power provides
an opportunity to protect all civilians from
genocide and other atrocities, said Oxfam
in a recent report, For a Safer Tomorrow

- Protecting Civilians in a Multipolar
World, but the world will be less safe for
all unless emerging and existing global
powers work together better to prevent
atrocities and ensure the safety of people
caught up in armed conflict.

~

INTERNATIONAL
HUMANITARIAN LAW

Late last year, the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and the
Swiss Armed Forces conducted a two-
week course in Geneva for senior military
officers from 50 countries — including
United States, Britain, Pakistan, Sri Lanka
and Burundi — on the basics of interna-
tional humanitarian law. “By making in-
ternational humanitarian law more easily
understandable and accessible to military
personnel, the ICRC hopes to give com-
batants the guidance they need to make
the right choices,” said the ICRC.

Its president, Jakob Kellenberger, ac-
knowledging that “a battlefield is hardly
the best place to promote a sense of hu-
manity”, insisted that military leaders
need to do more to protect bystanders
and their property from the worst of war,
partly by integrating the rules of war into
their doctrine, education and training, and
setting up a strong system of response to
abuses. “The best way to prevent viola-
tions during armed conflicts or other situ-
ations of violence is to convince those in
charge of field operations that it is always
possible to manage them better,” he said.
According to Mr Kellenberger, the ICRC
is engaging in confidential dialogue with
military leaders around the world — in-
cluding in Afghanistan, Iraq, Sudan,
Chad, and Sri Lanka — as part of its
mandate to encourage compliance with
international humanitarian law, and also
meets with non-state armed groups when
security permits (Lura MaclInnis, Reuters,
3 November 2008).

~

INTERNATIONAL
TRANSITIONAL JUSTICE

¢ A forthcoming edition of the Internation-
al Journal of Transitional Justice (http://
ijtj.oxfordjournals.org/), being edited by
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Kimberly Theidon, Associate Professor of
Anthropology at Harvard and Executive
Director of the Praxis Institute for Social
Justice, will consider “Whose Justice?
Global and Local Approaches to Tran-
sitional Justice”. The intent is to “track
new developments in transitional justice;
specifically, the contemporary reality that
calls on practitioners ... increasingly ... to
intervene in contexts in which the issues
of justice, redress and social reconstruc-
tion involve ‘intimate enemies’.” Among
topics under consideration: who defines
transitional justice and its goals, and what
is the content of those definitions; how do
international justice mechanisms inter-
relate with local processes and priorities,
on matters such as complementarity and
sequencing; the role of various actors in
“applying a transitional justice politics
of scale”; whether transitional justice
mechanisms contribute to reconciliation
and social reconstruction; the “spectrum
of local mechanisms” and possible ways
of incorporating them into national or in-
ternational interventions.

e Living with Fear: A Population-based
Survey on Attitudes about Peace, Justice
and Social Reconstruction concentrates
its analysis on population survey results
in eastern DRC in 2007, offers an assess-
ment of prevailing attitudes with regard
to peace, social reconstruction, and tran-
sitional justice mechanisms (among other
issues), and concludes with recommenda-
tions that include: “improving informa-
tion campaign and outreach for upcom-
ing trials, taking advantage of radio as
a means of disseminating information;
reviewing possibility of holding its trials
in situ; continuing and broadening the in-
vestigation and prosecution of suspected
war criminals. The chief recommendation
for the Congolese government is to pri-
oritize the prosecution of war crimes and
ensure national complementarity with the
ICC by adopting an effective legislative
framework for national prosecutions of
war crimes” (Berkeley-Tulane Initiative
on Vulnerable Populations, a joint proj-
ect of University of California-Berkeley’s
Human Rights Center, Tulane Univer-
sity’s Payson Center for International De-
velopment, and the New York—based In-
ternational Center for Transitional Justice,
August 2008 <www.hrcberkeley.org>).

~/

ICC EVOLUTION

e In its last year-end report, Women’s
Initiatives for Gender Justice (WIGJ)
noted that it has “seen the impact of our
advocacy with charges for gender-based
crimes included in every indictment by
the Court in 2008. Gender-based violence
is now being charged in each of the situ-
ations under investigation by the ICC.”

The expanded organization’s recent work
has included: holding educational events
on gender justice; forming “solidarity net-
works” of women victims/survivors/activ-
istsfromconflictzones; supporting the new
Greater North Women’s Voices for Peace
Network in the conflict-affected areas of
Northern Uganda; facilitating victims’ ap-
plications before the ICC from women in
the DRC; holding consultations in Juba,
Kampala and The Hague with women’s
rights activists from DRC, CAR, Uganda
and Sudan on justice and accountability,
reconciliation and peace; and conducting
ICC-related training for women lawyers.

In addition, WIGJ produced its Gender
Report Card (see Minerva #32), a music
video on Northern Uganda titled “We
Speak for Ourselves”, and three new pub-
lications: Legal Filings Submitted by the
Women’s Initiatives for Gender Justice to
the International Criminal Court, Mak-
ing a Statement: A Review of Charges and
Prosecutions for Gender-based Crimes
before the International Criminal Court
(available in English and French); and
Advance Preliminary Report: Structures
and Institutional Development of the In-
ternational Criminal Court 2008.

Women'’s Initiatives for Gender Justice
now produces two monthly e-newsletters:
Legal Eye on the ICC offers “summaries
and gender analysis of judicial decisions
and other legal developments at the In-
ternational Criminal Court (ICC), and
discussion of legal issues arising from
victims’ participation before the Court,
particularly as these issues relate to the
prosecution of gender-based crimes in
each of the situations under investigation
by the ICC”; Women’s Voices provides
“updates and analysis on political de-
velopments, strategies for the pursuit of
justice, the status of peace talks and rec-

onciliation efforts from the perspective of
women’s rights activists from the ...con-
flict situations”. Both also present updates
about programs, legal and political advo-
cacy, campaigns, events, and publications
of the WIG]J, based in The Hague (www.
iccwomen.org, info@iccwomen.org).

® The Sun Climbs Slow, by Canadian au-
thor Edna Paris, “chronicles the events
that led to creation of the International
Criminal Court”. She discusses the Co-
alition for the ICC’s role and interviews
CICC Convenor William Pace, of the
World Federalist Movement, about his
recollections of the process. She also of-
fers an account of ICC President Philippe
Kirsch’s “pivotal role in the negotiation
process of the Rome Statute”.

e For David Scheffer and Ashley Cox’s
view of “The Constitutionality of the
Rome Statute of the International Crimi-
nal Court”, see The Journal of Criminal
Law & Criminology, No. 3, 101-186 (Oc-
tober 2008).

e EU Update on International Crimes,
a newsletter outlining developments in
international criminal justice, highlight-
ing the activities and competencies of the
European Union, is published jointly by
Redress (www.redress.org/news/EU) and
the International Federation for Human
Rights (FIDH <www fidh.org>).

* In the second edition of Commentary
on the Rome Statute of the International
Criminal Court: Observers’ Notes, Arti-
cle by Article (June 2008, Hart Publishing
<www.hartpub.co.uk/books/details.asp?
isbn=9781841138886>), edited by Otto
Triffterer, University of Salzburg Profes-
sor for Austrian and International Crimi-
nal Law and Procedure, more than 50
eminent legal practitioners and scholars
in the field of international criminal law
offer detailed article-by-article analysis
of the Rome Statute as well as of the “El-
ements of Crime” and the “Rules of Pro-
cedure and Evidence”.

* Designed to guide states with different
legal systems through the process of rati-
fication and implementation of the Rome
Statute, providing up-to-date information
regarding the operations of the ICC and
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recent examples of ICC implementation
legislation, International Criminal Court
— Manual for the Ratification and Imple-
mentation of the Rome Statute, Third
Edition (March 2008), is available from
The International Centre for Criminal
Law Reform and Criminal Justice Policy
(ICCLR <www.icclr.law.ubc.ca/Publica-
tions/Reports/ICC%203rd%20Ed %20
Manual%20for%20Website.pdf>).

* A recent report, Interlocutory Appellate
Review of Early Decisions by the Inter-
national Criminal Court, is the second
in the ICC Legal Analysis and Education
Project, an initiative aimed at producing
public, impartial, legal analyses of criti-
cal issues raised by the ICC’s early deci-
sions, of the War Crimes Research Office
(WCRO) at American University Wash-
ington College of Law. WCRO Director
Susana SaCouto says the report “finds
that, in the first five years of the Court’s
operations, the Pre-Trial Chambers have
taken an overly restrictive approach to
interpreting the provision governing
discretionary interlocutory appellate re-
view”. Noting that, under a provision of
the Rome Statute, decisions on significant
issues may be appealed during the course
of pre-trial or trial proceedings, rather
than waiting for final judgment and ap-
peals rulings, Ms SdCouto asserts that the
ICC must use this tool to “resolve certain
fundamental issues at an early stage, not
only to avoid confusion and unnecessari-
ly time-consuming procedures in the near
term, but also to ensure the long-term
credibility of the Court” (WCRO press
release, March 2008).

Thereportis available at <http://www.wcl.
american.edu/warcrimes/icc/icc_reports.
cfm>. For a hard copy or more informa-
tion, contact the War Crimes Research Of-
fice at <warcrimes@wcl.american.edu> .

* Beyond The Hague: forging linkages
between the International Criminal
Court and key jurisdictions (Interna-
tional Bar Association, September 2008
<www.ibanet.org>) assesses the institu-
tional challenges facing the Court’s pub-
lic information mandate and the progress
made by the ICC’s Outreach Unit since
it was established in 2007. It calls on the
ICC to increase its public information ac-

tivities and its work with lawyers at the
national level. In a press release, Interna-
tional Bar Association Executive Director
Mark Ellis, says: “When legal profession-
als in domestic jurisdictions are engaged,
national systems become more amenable
to ICC standards. The active involvement
of the legal profession significantly en-
larges the impact of the ICC.”

~

DEATH OF ICC JUDGE

Judge Fumiko Saiga, who was re-clected
to the ICC in January 2009, and sworn in
for a nine-year term on 11 March, died
on 24 April after a short illness. Coali-
tion for the ICC Convenor William Pace
expressed the CICC’s condolences to her
family, to the government & people of Ja-
pan, and to the judges and all at the ICC
with whom she worked.

~

DEPARTURE OF ICJ JUDGE

Toward the February 2009 end of the term
of International Court of Justice President
Rosalyn Higgins, the only woman ever
to have served on the 43-year old court,
Northwestern University Law Professor
Diane Marie Amann (Minerva #33) noted
(at intlawgrrls.blogspot.com>) that “the

absence of women international judges
— decried in Hilary Charlesworth, Chris-
tine Chinkin, & Shelley Wright, “Femi-
nist Approaches to International Law”, 85
American Journal of International Law
613 (1991) — is, increasingly, an aberra-
tion unique to the ICJ”.

~

NEW ICG HEAD

Louise Arbour has been chosen (March
2009) as the new president of the Inter-
national Crisis Group (ICG). Minerva
readers are familiar with her career as a
Canadian judge, former Chief Prosecutor
for the International Criminal Tribunals
for Former Yugoslavia & Rwanda, and
previous UN High Commissioner for Hu-
man Rights. Outgoing president Gareth
Evans, an initiator of the “Responsibility
to Protect”, is co-chairing the new Inter-
national Commission on Nuclear Non-
Proliferation and Disarmament.

~

NEW UNDP HEAD

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has
appointed New Zealand’s former Prime
Minister Helen Clark (pictured with him
below), the country’s first elected female
leader, to head the United Nations Devel-
opment Program, beginning on 20 April.
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~

NEW ASSISTANT SECRETARY
OF STATE FOR INTERNATIONAL
ORGANIZATIONS

President Obama’s choice of Dr Esther
Brimmer (pictured above) as Assistant
Secretary of State for International Orga-
nizations was confirmed in April.

Dr Brimmer had been serving as the Dep-
uty Director and Director of Research at
the Center for Transatlantic Relations at
The Johns Hopkins University’s School of
Advanced International Studies (SAIS),
where she specialized in transatlantic po-
litical and security affairs. Previously, in
the State Department’s Office of Policy
Planning, she worked on issues relating to
the European Union, Western Europe, the
United Nations, and multilateral security
issues. She served on the US delegation
to the UN Commission on Human Rights
in 2000 and for four years was a Senior
Associate at the Carnegie Commission on
Preventing Deadly Conflict. From 1993
to 1995, she was a Special Assistant to
the Undersecretary of State for Political
Affairs, working on the United Nations,
peacekeeping, human rights and political-
military issues.

The Bureau of International Organization
Affairs “strives to advance U.S. interests
through international organizations in ar-
eas including human rights, peacekeep-
ing, food security, humanitarian relief,
and climate change”.

~/

NEW AMBASSADOR-AT-LARGE
FOR GLOBAL WOMEN’S ISSUES

The US Senate also has confirmed Presi-
dent Obama’s appointment of Melanne
Verveer as Ambassador-at-Large for
Global Women’s Issues, a new post that
the White House says “reflects the elevat-
ed importance of global women’s issues
to the President and his entire Administra-
tion.” Melanne Verveer is the Co-Founder,
Chair and Co-CEO of Vital Voices Global
Partnership, a nonprofit organization that
supports emerging women leaders around
the world. Before establishing Vital Voic-
es, she was Assistant to the President and
Chief of Staff to the First Lady in the
Clinton Administration, concentrating on
Hillary Clinton’s international activities.
She also played the lead role in founding
the President’s Interagency Council on
Women. Earlier, she served as Executive
Vice President of People for the American
Way, Coordinator for Civil Rights and
Urban Affairs for the US Catholic Con-
ference, and Field Manager for Common
Cause, and as a Legislative Director and a
Special Assistant in Congress.

Ms Verveer’s new task is to work with
bilateral, multilateral, private sector and
civil society partners — and with the
President’s new White House Council on
Women and Girls — in order to “advance
women’s empowerment” as a priority on
the US foreign policy agenda.

Melanne Verveer stated to the Senate For-
eign Relations Committee in March:

The position to which I have been nomi-
nated focuses on women, but the issues
it addresses should not be considered
solely or uniquely women’s issues. For
if women’s potential is developed and
women participate fully in their societ-
ies, our world as a whole will prosper.
The major economic, security, gover-
nance and environmental challenges of
our times cannot be solved without the
participation of women at all levels of
society. Investing in women is one of the
most powerful and positive forces for
reshaping the globe.

Melanne Verveer & Asha-Rose Migiro,
UN Deputy Secretary-General
(UN Photo/Mark Garten)

Maori King Te Arikinui Kingi Tuheitia, Paramount Chief of the Maori people of New Zea-
land, with UNDP Administrator Helen Clark (left) and Asha-Rose Migiro (right), perform
a “Hongi” during a traditional Maori powhiri ceremony — when manubhiri, or visitors, and
tangata whenua, or people of the land, meet — as the king presented Ms Clark at the
United Nations, New York City, 29 April 2009 (UN Photo/Eskinder Debebe)
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UN Deputy Secretary-General Asha-
Rose Migiro meets with Susan Rice (left),
new Permanent Representative of the
United States of America to the United
Nations, New York City, 8 January 2009

(UN Photo/Eskinder Debebe)

Susan Rice, US Ambassador to the UN,
from her Rwandan Genocide Remem-
brance Day remarks, 7 April 2009:

... Rwanda did not suffer from “ancient
hatreds” ... It suffered from modern dem-
agogues. ... It suffered from those who
were willing to kill in the warped name of
ethnic difference, from those who saw di-
vision and death as a path to power. And
it suffered from an international commu-
nity, international institutions, and indi-
vidual governments — including my own
— that failed to act in the face of a vast,
unfolding evil. ... Nothing anyone can
ever say will ever make it right.

Today, what we can do — both
for the victims and for those whose daily
lives are still marred by the after-effects
of the genocide — is to rededicate our-
selves to our shared commitment to hu-
man rights and human dignity.

We believe that even in war,
there are rules. We believe that even in
the pursuit of power, there are limits. We
believe that even in a violent world, there
are rights. We must be voices for action,
even if we are sometimes lonely ones. ...

In the early days of this new cen-
tury, we must work together to apply the
lessons of the last century’s bitter succes-
sion of genocides. We must work together
to mete out justice to the perpetrators.

We must work together to build
up the capacity of every nation and of
the world to respond surely and swiftly
to mass slaughter. We must develop a col-
lective will to respond when tragedies
occur. And we must work together to pre-
vent conflict before an ember becomes a
blaze.

Despite all the blood that has
been shed — or perhaps because of it —
we still believe that “hatreds shall some-
day pass”, as my president, President
Obama, has put it. We still believe in the
promise that, in his words, “as the world
grows smaller, our common humanity
shall reveal itself”.

Until that day comes, we bow
our heads to mark the memory of those
who were slain. And we bow our heads to
mark the sorrow of all who stood by.
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Letters to the editor:

The letter from Ron Glossop in your
October 2008 issue caught my interest.
Ron said the R2P principle was “more
central” to the concerns of Citizens

for Global Solutions (CGS) and the
World Federalist Institute (WFI) than
the International Criminal Court (ICC).
He further asserted that R2P “makes a
very general and universal restriction on
national sovereignty*.

Someday the judges on the International
Court of Justice (ICJ) may recognize the
R2P principle as part of international law
but it will not be a restriction on national
sovereignty unless or until the majority
of nations accept the compulsory juris-
diction of the ICJ. Regardless of whether
R2P is eventually considered to apply

to “all human rights” and eventually to
“humanitarian rights”, the undersigned,
for one, would hope that CGS and WFI
would first complete the unfinished task
of persuading the US Government to join
the 108 other nations that have already
ratified the ICC.

Before embarking on a campaign to
achieve universal acceptance of the
compulsory jurisdiction of the ICJ, the
undersigned hopes that CGS and WFI
will first call upon President Obama to
revoke the Bush Administration’s at-
tempt to “unsign” President Bill Clin-
ton’s signature to the Rome Statute, to
appoint a War Crimes Ambassador to
attend meetings of the ICC 10th anniver-
sary review conference, and to announce
that he will be submitting the ICC treaty
to the US Senate for ratification before
the end of his first term

The ICC has moved from existing only
on paper to becoming a functioning
judicial institution tackling some of

the most grievous violations of human
rights. Its prosecutor is already investi-
gating situations in Darfur (by referral
of the Security Council), and in Uganda,
the Democratic Republic of the Congo
and the Central African Republic (by
referral of member states). The change
in the US position on the ICC will, in the
opinion of the undersigned, do more to

signal a change in US foreign policy than
merely an endorsement at this point in
time of the concept of the Responsibility
to Protect.

Walter Hoffmann
Wayne, New Jersey, 5 December 2008

Walter Hoffmann, a former Adjunct Pro-
fessor at Ramapo State College of New
Jersey, was Executive Director of the
World Federalist Association from 1985
to 1992, was a member of the US Com-
mission on Improving the Effectiveness
of the UN in 1993, and “is sometimes re-
ferred to as the Founder of the Campaign
for UN Reform”.

I’'m sitting in my office at Citizens for
Global Solutions (CGS) with the latest
two issues (32 and 33) of Minerva on my
lap and some sense in my head of what
Minerva 34 will contain. I like that Min-
erva is devoting so much space to core
concerns of the World Federalist Institute
(WFI), CGS’s think tank, like Responsi-
bility to Protect and a UN Parliamentary
Assembly. I’m also more impressed than
ever with the quantity, diversity and
authoritativeness of the writers.

I will soon be leaving paid employment
at CGS after twenty-four years as a
staffer for WFI, the World Federalist As-
sociation, and the World Federalist As-
sociation of New England. Don Kraus,
CGS’s director, said at the most recent
WFI telephone conference that these
were politically the best times in our his-
tory, at least for the last few decades, but
financially the worst times.

WFI won’t have a director immediately
after me, though a fundraising commit-
tee led by WFI Fellow Larry David has
been trying to raise enough money to
pay for one. I believe that WFI needs

a director, and a full-time one, which I
have not been, to take advantage of the
great opportunities we are now being of-
fered: potentially the best President since
Roosevelt, the most progressive era since
the 60s, and, in CGS, the most energetic,
politically credible and passionately
globalist executive director since Walter
Hoffmann (who retired in 1991).

WFT has just issued its first major
proposal, advocating that CGS produce
a Responsibility Index for National
Governments, which will measure and
rate most nations’ performance both

as signers of international treaties and
as enactors of policies reflecting the
values expressed in those treaties. Two
WFI Fellows, Didier Jacobs and Joseph
Schwartzberg, were instrumental over
three years in pulling together this pro-
posed program.

I believe that supplying exciting and
credible programs like this one for CGS,
as well as conducting research on long-
term possibilities for global governance
and other foreign policy questions, will
be more possible under CGS’s new
leadership, providing CGS can find the
resources and the workers to make them
happen. In the meantime, WFI’s Steer-
ing Committee, chaired by Ron Glossop,
will continue to meet, and WFI will be as
productive as possible while waiting for
new staff and money to pay for it.

Which takes me back to Minerva. Al-
though Minerva has been published over
the last five years under WFI’s sponsor-
ship, it has been an editorially indepen-
dent project of one remarkable woman.
Operating funds and publicity to attract
new readers have both been less than
ideal. It seems to me that Minerva and
WFI need each other more than ever

— WFI to have an official organ for its
Fellows and other globalist scholars to
coalesce around, Minerva to be not just a
product of WFI but its flagship. Accord-
ingly, I will recommend to CGS before

I leave that it consider setting up an
editorial board of WFI Fellows and other
long-range scholars under Thesil Mor-
lan’s leadership to carry out production
of Minerva as WFI’s official publication.

However this turns out, Thesil will
remain near the top of my list of keepers
of the faith in a safe and sane governed
planet whose decades of volunteer work
have helped keep our movement flour-
ishing.

Scott Hoffman
Washington, DC, 21 April 2009
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As every season seems best to us in its turn,
so the coming of spring is like the creation
of the Cosmos out of Chaos

and the realization of the Golden Age.

Henry David Thoreau, Walden (1854)



