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Call Tips 

• Participants should dial in 5-10 minutes prior to the start time. 
• When dialing in, the host and participants should hold the line for an 

operator. 
• Participants will verbally give their pass code to the operator. 
• Operators will take the city, state, and number of people in the room 

and place them into the Main Conference. 
• Hit “*1” during Q&A sessions to queue up if you have a question. The 

operator will allow questions in the order they are received. 

Call Details 

Moderator: 
• Don Kraus, CEO, Citizens for Global Solutions 

Speakers: 
• John Washburn, Convener, American NGO Coalition for the 

International Criminal Court  
• Senator Christopher J. Dodd (D-CT) (invited) 

Call Agenda: 
• Introduction & issue update from Don Kraus 
• John Washburn discusses the importance of positive American 

engagement with the International Criminal Court.  
• Question & Answer Session  
• Citizens for Global Solutions Partners Project: Promoting 

Representative Kennedy and Senator Dodd’s positive International 
Criminal Court resolutions (Introduced by Don Kraus) 

• Question & Answer Session Regarding the Partners Project 
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 Table of Contents: 
• Speaker Biographies, Page 2 

• Citizens for Global Solutions Partners Project, Page 3 

• Individuals Indicted by the ICC, Page 13 

• Prosecuting Mass Atrocities (ICC Fact Sheet), Page 22 

• Representative Kennedy’s House Resolution, Page 24 

Speaker Biographies 

John Washburn: 
Mr. Washburn has had an extensive career in diplomacy and 
international governmental and non-governmental organizations. He was 
a director in the Executive Office of the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations between January 1988 and April 1993. Thereafter he was a 
director in the Department of Political Affairs at the United Nations until 
March 1994. 

He is currently Convener of the American Non-Governmental 
Organizations Coalition for the International Criminal Court (AMICC), co-
chair of the Washington Working Group on the International Criminal 
Court (WICC), and a past president of the Unitarian Universalist United 
Nations Office. In association with the international NGO Coalition for the 
International Criminal Court (CICC), he attended most of the United 
Nations Negotiations on the International Criminal Court since 1994 
including all of the 1998 diplomatic conference in Rome. He has 
published extensively on relations between the United Nations and the 
United States on the International Criminal Court. 

Mr. Washburn is a graduate of Harvard College and the Harvard Law 
School. He is a Member of the Bar of the District of Columbia and of the 
bars of the District Court and Circuit Court of Appeals in that jurisdiction. 
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He belongs to the American Society of International Law and the Council 
on Foreign Relations, and is a founding member of the Academic Council 
on the United Nations System. 

Don Kraus: 
Don Kraus is the Chief Executive Officer of Citizens for Global Solutions 
and co-chair of the Partnership for Effective Peacekeeping (PEP), an NGO 
working group. Previously, Don served as the Executive Vice President at 
Citizens for Global Solutions, where he directed the Government 
Relations Department and the Political Action Committee.  Don 
previously served as the Executive Director of the Campaign for U.N. 
Reform (CUNR) and its affiliated political action committee, CUNR PAC. 
An expert in building U.S. legislative and government support for the 
U.N., Don compiles the Global Solution Report Card, an annual 
assessment of congressional voting records.  

He has been quoted in the New York Times, the Washington Times, the 
Washington Post, the Boston Globe, and many other publications. He has 
been interviewed on CNN, BBC, NPR, and many other radio and TV 
shows.  Don is also a past president of the Center for UN Reform 
Education, a UN reform think tank. He currently serves on the advisory 
board of the United Nations Association, National Capitol Area. 
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Citizens for Global Solutions Partners 
Project 

September-October 2009 

Promoting Representative Kennedy and Senator 
Dodd’s International Criminal Court resolutions 

 

The United States has made promoting and protecting human rights and the 
punishment for those individuals that abuse these rights a cornerstone of 
its foreign policy. Americans acknowledge the need to prosecute individuals 
who perpetrate the most heinous crimes anywhere in the world. At the end 
of the 20th century, one of the bloodiest in human history, the international 
community adopted a treaty creating the world's first independent and 
permanent court to investigate and prosecute individuals accused of 
genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity – the International 
Criminal Court (ICC).  

Senator Christopher Dodd and Representative Patrick Kennedy have 
introduced concurrent resolutions in the Senate and House respectively, 
bolstering the U.S. relationship with the ICC. The goal of the Partners Project 
is to get as many Senators and Representatives to cosponsor the Senate 
and House resolutions as possible.  A Senator must cosponsor Senator 
Dodd’s Senate resolution and a Representative must cosponsor 
Representative Kennedy’s House resolution.  We have included 
Representative Kennedy’s final resolution; it is also called H. Con. Res. 97. 
We have included Senator Dodd’s draft resolution which has not been 
officially released.  These resolutions call for: 

• The United States to “support referrals of the United Nations Security 
Council to the International Criminal Court of cases involving crimes 
against humanity.” 
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• The United States to participate actively “as an observer in the 
meetings of the Assembly of States Parties to the Rome Statute.” 

• The United States to support the “mandate and purpose of the Rome 
Statute of the International Criminal Court . . . [and] reactivate the 
signature of the United States to the Rome Statute of the 
International Criminal Court.”  

 
The opposition to the International Criminal Court succeeds because they 
mobilize and get loud. The opposition frames the Court as a “kangaroo court 
out to get American soldiers”; this is our chance to reframe the Court in the 
minds of Members of Congress as “an international Court that will hold the 
world’s most heinous criminals accountable for their actions.”  Be 
passionate in the meetings; you have all the facts you need to support your 
argument and you know more about this issue than your lawmakers and 
staff do.  We have provided a comprehensive list of those indicted by the 
ICC that shares the gruesome crimes that they have committed.  This will 
help remind the Members of Congress and their staff of the real purpose 
that the Court serves.  So take with you the list of individuals indicted by the 
ICC, either the Senate resolution or the House resolution depending on who 
you are meeting with, and the ICC fact sheet. Your dedication to the pursuit 
of international justice can help portray the Court in a positive light in the 
mind of your Member of Congress.  

The information below contains instructions on how to conduct in-district 
lobby visits, a sample email, and a sample call-in script.  

1. Schedule lobby visits in your district   

Schedule the meeting: It’s a good idea to place one person in charge of 
scheduling the meeting and be aware that this can take more than one 
call.  Don't give up!  To make an appointment, simply look up the number 
for local legislative offices in your local phone book.  When you call the 
office, ask for their scheduler and tell him/her that you would like to 
meet with your Member of Congress.  If your Representative or Senators 
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are not available, meeting with a staff member in the district is still a very 
powerful way to get your message across.  Once you have a meeting 
scheduled, try to invite other community members such as clergy, 
professors, judges, or representatives from other organizations that 
support the ICC to come with you to the meeting.   This is a great way to 
network and build support for our issues. 

 
Remember: if you schedule a House meeting, you’ll work with 
Representative Kennedy’s House resolution. If you schedule a Senate 
meeting, you’ll work with Senator Dodd’s Senate resolution. Be sure not 
to confuse the two because although they might be concurrent, they are 
separate and different resolutions.  Be prepared to bring with you a copy 
of the requisite resolution, the ICC fact sheet, and the list of individuals 
indicted by the ICC as well as contact information.  If a Senator might be 
interested in cosponsoring the resolution, have them contact Joshua 
Blumenfeld in Senator Dodd’s office at 
Joshua_blumenfeld@dodd.senate.gov or at (202) 224-2823. If a 
representative might be interested in cosponsoring the resolution, have 
them contact Daniel Murphy in Representative Kennedy’s office at 
Daniel.murphy@mail.house.gov or at (202) 225-4911.  
 
See the sample fax/email below: 
 

Sample Fax/Email Used to Schedule a Lobby Visit 
(copy, personalize, and paste into your email or fax document) 

 
 
<Date> 
 
Dear <Scheduler's name>: 
 
I am writing to request a meeting with <Member of Congress> in 
<his/her local/Washington> office on <Date> at <time or times that 
would work>. During the meeting, I will be asking that s/he cosponsor 
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<Senator Dodd or Representative Kennedy’s> International Criminal 
Court resolution. As a member of Citizens for Global Solutions and a 
voter in <Member of Congress'> district, I would like to see them bolster 
this important resolution and consequently support the International 
Criminal Court. The International Criminal Court holds the world’s worst 
criminals accountable for their actions.  
 
I will fax you ahead of time a copy of the requisite resolution. In the 
meantime, please note that the following people will also accompany me 
on our visit. Like me, they are voting members in his <state/district>. 
Thank you very much.  
 
Sincerely,  
<Name> , <Title>  
  
The Meeting: Arrive early, but don't expect the leader or staffer to arrive 
on time. Allow time for small talk at the outset, but not too much. 
Remember, it's your visit. You are there to build a relationship: If your 
leader is supportive of the ICC, say how grateful you are for that. If the 
opposite is true, think of the phrase, "No permanent friends, and no 
permanent enemies."  Your goal is to have the member cosponsor the 
resolution.  Someday, s/he may come through. In the meantime, your 
visit may prevent the leader from becoming a hard-core, ICC opponent. In 
other words, you may help to turn down the heat on the other side. Listen 
well: Much of lobbying is listening, looking for indications of the leader's 
views, and finding opportunities to provide good information. If you are 
meeting with a "silent type," draw her/him out by asking questions. If you 
are confronted with a "long-winded type," look for openings to bring 
her/him back to the point. Remember:  your goal is to get your elected 
representatives to co-sponsor the resolution.  So ask them to do so.  If 
they cannot give you a firm yes or no, be sure to ask specifically when 
you can get back to them for an answer.   Don’t forget to leave with 
them:  Individuals Indicted by the ICC, Prosecuting Mass Atrocities (ICC 
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Fact Sheet), Senator Dodd’s ICC Resolution or Representative Kennedy’s 
House Resolution.  However wait until the end of the meeting to give 
them this paper, so their attention is focused on you rather than reading 
what you have given them. If a Senator might be interested in 
cosponsoring the resolution, have them contact Joshua Blumenfeld in 
Senator Dodd’s office at Joshua_blumenfeld@dodd.senate.gov or at 
(202) 224-2823. If a representative might be interested in cosponsoring 
the resolution, have them contact Daniel Murphy in Representative 
Kennedy’s office at (202) 225-4911. 
 
Follow up: with persistence! Your job isn't done and your mission isn't 
accomplished until you get a definitive response from your 
representative. This vital final step often makes the difference between 
real change and the status quo. Be persistent and ensure that your 
concerns are recognized and listened too. Send a Thank You: Elected 
officials and staffers are busy people--thank them for their time and 
attention to this ICC resolution. If commitments were made in the 
meeting, repeat your understanding of them. If staff members were 
present, write to them too. Every person in that office can be an 
important ally. Have a great visit and tell us how it went!  Please please 
keep us in the loop. We work with many Congressional offices -- they are 
all unique. Much of our "insight" into how to communicate most 
effectively with different offices comes from the things that folks learn 
and share with us at the grassroots level. Email us: 
outreach[at]globalsolutions.org to tell us how your visit went!  
 

2. Letter Writing   
 

Sample letter: Before your lobby visit, recruit friends and colleagues to 
send letters or emails into your Members of Congress.  This way, by the 
time you arrive at your lobby meeting, the staffer will already be aware of 
support for the International Criminal Court in your district.  We have 
included a sample letter for them to send in here.  An easy to use 
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Congressional directory is available at Congress.org: 
http://www.congress.org/congressorg/directory/congdir.tt   
 
<Date> 
 
Dear <Member of Congress>,  
 

Ever since the Nuremburg war crimes trials, the United States has 
championed international law as a means to end impunity for war 
criminals while promoting American principles like due process, 
equality before the law and the protection of basic human rights. 
These principles are also embodied in the International Criminal 
Court.  

 
Earlier this year, the ICC began its first trial of an accused war 
criminal, Congolese militia commander Thomas Lubanga Dyilo. 
Lubanga is accused of recruiting and utilizing child soldiers for the 
brutal conflict taking place in the Democratic Republic of Congo. In 
March of 2009, the ICC released a formal arrest warrant for 
Sudanese President al-Bashir, accused of war crimes and crimes 
against humanity, marking the first time an acting head of state 
has ever been indicted by the Court. 

 
Despite the groundbreaking human rights work the ICC has 
achieved, the U.S. still does not support the court. <Member of 
Congress>, please cosponsor <House Resolution or Senate 
Resolution> as it is the only current U.S. resolution that helps the 
U.S. engage the International Criminal Court.  Support of the ICC is 
an effective way that the U.S. can regain its leadership role in the 
international community. 

 
<Member of Congress>, please cosponsor <House Resolution or 
Senate Resolution> so that we can support the ICC and help it 
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convict the world's most heinous criminals, and protect our legacy 
as a world leader in protecting human rights. 
 
Sincerely,  
<Name>, <Title> 

3. Make Phone Calls! 
 
Call the office: Also, before your lobby visit, recruit friends and colleagues 
to make phone calls into your Members of Congress.  This way, by the 
time you arrive at your lobby meeting, the staffer will already be aware of 
support for the International Criminal Court in your district.  We have 
included a sample call-in script for that they are welcome to use.   

Sample Call-in Script:  

As your constituent, I am calling because I would like <Member of 
Congress> to cosponsor<Senator Dodd or Representative 
Kennedy’s> ICC resolution, which promotes a positive U.S. 
relationship with the International Criminal Court. The 
International Criminal Court is the only permanent international 
court capable of trying individuals accused of genocide, war 
crimes and crimes against humanity when there is no other 
recourse for justice. I urge you to cosponsor this essential 
resolution! 

Remember: now is the time to show your passion for the Court.  The 
International Criminal Court is at a critical point in its history. U.S. support 
for the Court now is more important than ever. We are so glad to have 
your help in promoting this essential resolution. By being active and 
participating in this project, we get our best chance to promote the ICC. 
The substance of your meetings will demonstrate just how vital the Court 
is to the world and how deep support for the Court really goes.  For more 
information, please go to www.globalsolutions.org/issues/icc and make 
use of the information in your lobby efforts!  
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Please email Abigail Long, Programs Coordinator  at along@globalsolutions.org  
if you have any questions getting started on the project or have any feedback 
to report! ~  

CALL NOTES 

 
__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________ 
Citizens for Global Solutions 

418 7th Street S.E. Washington DC 20003 
202-330-4100 (office) 

 
outreach@globalsolutions.org  

www.globalsolutions.org/partners  



 

 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thomas Lubanga 

 
Thomas Lubanga Dyilo is a former rebel leader from the DRC.  
He founded and led the Union of Congolese Patriots (UCP) 
and was a key player in the ethnic conflict of the Ituri region.  
On March 17, 2006, Lubanga became the first person ever 
arrested under a warrant issued by the ICC.  His trial began 
on January 26, 2009. Human Rights Watch has accused the 
UPC, under Lubanga’s leadership, of “ethnic massacres, 
murder, torture, rape and mutilation, as well as the 
recruitment of child soldiers.”   
 

The UPC allegedly killed 800 civilians on the basis of ethnicity between November 2002 and June 
2003.  During February and March of 2003, the UPC killed at least 350 civilians and forced 60,000 
to flee their homes by destroying 26 villages in one area.  It is also reported the Lubanga has about 
3,000 child soldiers working for him between the ages of 8 and 15.   In March 2004, the Congolese 
government authorized the ICC to investigate and prosecute “crimes within the jurisdiction of the 
Court allegedly committed anywhere in the territory of the DRC since the entry into force of the Rome 
Statute, on July 1, 2002.”  Lubanga became the first person to be arrested under an ICC arrest 
warrant on March 17, 2006, when Congolese authorities arrested him and transferred him into ICC 
custody.  He has been held in ICC detention since March 17, 2006.  His trial began on January 26, 
2009. 
 
The counts against Lubanga include the responsibility as a co-perpetrator of war crimes, consisting 
of: (1) Enlisting and conscripting of children under the age of 15 years into the Forces Patriotiques 
Pour la Libération du Congo (FPLC), and using them to participate actively in hostilities in the context 
of an international armed conflict from early September 2002 to June 2, 2003; (2) Enlisting and 
conscripting children under the age of 15 years into the FPLC and using them to participate actively 
in hostilities in the context of an armed conflict not of an international character from June 2, 2003 
to August 13, 2003.  The first count is punishable under article 8(2)(b)(xxvi) of the Rome Statute, 
and the second under article 8(2)(e)(vii). On the first day of trial, Lubanga showed no emotion when 
his charges were read, or when his lawyer filed his not guilty plea.  Chief Prosecutor Moreno-Ocampo 
pledged to prove that Lubanga and his men forced child soldiers to rape, kill, and plunder for the 
FPLC.  Deputy Prosecutor Fatou Bensouda explained that Lubanga exploited families by sending 
emissaries on recruitment campaigns to gather children. 


