The first annual World Oceans Day is approaching on June 8th.  What better time to act to protect the earth’s waters and promote peace, security, and sustainability? The Law of the Sea, a widely-supported treaty known as the constitution for the world’s oceans, needs priority status from the White House before it will be brought to the Senate floor. We need your help to make it happen.  Here are a few reasons why ratification will advance U.S. goals: 
· Responsible Stewardship. Ratifying the treaty would put us in a position to further global efforts to protect marine life, conduct research, and prevent marine pollution. U.S. laws are already strong in these areas; if we join, we can urge other countries to fulfill their obligations to keep the seas clean and safe for future generations.
· Peace, Equity, and Security. No one nation controls the world's vast oceans, which cover over two thirds of the planet. Only through a comprehensive set of rules can all countries maintain their rights to navigate the waters safely and freely. Additionally, the treaty provides legal framework to ensure that disputes on international waters are resolved peacefully.
· Economic Opportunity. Ratification of the treaty would expand U.S. economic opportunities, but do so with better management for sensitive Arctic ecosystems then currently exists.  It would give our nation expanded supervision of an area larger than the continental U.S.  It would also allow U.S. businesses to access resources in the deep seabed, within a set of rules that all nations must adhere to. 
We hope you will help us make World Oceans Day on June 8th a day of ACTION. We need to let President Obama know that the Law of the Sea Convention should be a top priority for this year so that Senator John Kerry can move forward with his plan to bring the Treaty to the Senate floor. In the next two weeks we will present you with details on several ways you can act – by calling the White House and leaving a brief message, clicking a link to send President Obama an email, and/or showing your support on facebook by leaving a comment on the pages of the Whitehouse and President Obama. 
This is very important.  There is already broad support for this treaty – and we have the votes to pass it!  We just need to get it to the floor, which will require President Obama’s leadership. Ratification of the Law of the Sea Convention will demonstrate U.S. commitment to working cooperatively with the international community and prepare the ground for ratification of other important treaties, including the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty, the Copenhagen Climate Change Protocol, CEDAW (the Women’s Convention), and other important treaties. 
So, please, SAVE THE DATE! JUNE 8TH IS WORLD OCEANS DAY and we hope you will join us in support for the Law of the Sea Convention! 
