THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 8, 2007

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Recognizing the historic bipartisan support for the Law of the
Sea Convention, I anticipate our shared interest in moving it
forward. As the President believes, and many members of this
Administration and others have stated, the Convention protects
and advances the national security, economic, and environmental
interests of the United States. In particular, the Convention
supports navigational rights critical to military operations and
essential to the formulation and implementation of the
President’s National Security Strategy, as well as the National
Strategy for Maritime Security. I appreciate your efforts as
Chairman in bringing this important Convention to the Senate for
consideration and look forward to its approval as early as
possible during the 110" Congress.

Sincerely,

tephen J. Hadley
Assistant to the Pregident
for National Security Affairs

The Honorable Joseph R. Biden, Jr.
Chairman

Committee on Foreign Relations
United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510



