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         Good evening everybody. I am honored by your presence. If I had known back in 

1947 when I had traveled as a young man to Asheville, North Carolina to participate in 

the founding of the United States world Federalists that I would be standing here today 

in 2010 as the first recipient of the Edward Rawson Global Citizen Award, I would never 

have believed it.  

          However, longevity has its benefits. So I am today privileged to accept this award 

on behalf of thousands who have labored with me since the founding of our movement 

for a peaceful and just world governed by law. 

         As you know, the world has changed in the last 100 years more than any other 

time in history; unfortunately, while most cases have been for the better, there are still 

too many where it has been for the worst. However, am glad to say on balance, the 

change has been clearly positive.   

         I have a few examples of what has happened over the last 70 or 80 years. When I 

was around 27, I began having stomach pains and worried it might be colon cancer. I 

still remember my doctor’s diagnosis. “Don’t worry Ed, by the time we discover your 

cancer it will be too late, we can’t do anything about it.” Of course today, it can be a 

controllable disease, particularly if discovered early.  

         The most significant change has been in media communications. The best 

description of how things are different is a comic strip where two little girls are watching 

a senior using the hall telephone.  One child remarks “Grandma is so old fashioned; all 

her phone can do is talk!” 

         A long distance call used to mean that either a crisis or a happy event, such as 

birth of child, had occurred. Today, many people make more long distance calls than 

local. With few exceptions, you can contact by, email, text messaging and Skype with 

almost anybody, at anytime, anywhere in the world. If you turn on the TV news, it is just 

as likely to be some worldwide crisis rather than a domestic problem. I recall there were 

big earthquakes in Japan and China when I was growing up and no one was worried or 

could do anything. Even if we wanted to help the victims, it would have probably taken 

at least two weeks to get to the site of disasters. 
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         We live in an irrevocably, integrated, internet world with problems which no nation 

can solve alone. Our challenge is finding the right system or structure for solving such 

global problems, as pandemic diseases, terrorism, nuclear proliferation, global pollution 

and worldwide economic collapses. As centuries go by, our planet has become more 

unified. Thousands of years ago, people lived in caves and knew little beyond their next 

door neighbor. Today, unless you are a hermit, you know more about what’s going on in 

the world and how it affects you, than you do about your next door neighbor.  

         Most of us live under some form of democracy, but unfortunately there are still too 

many dictatorships. As we gradually realize we are world citizens, we also become 

aware that this citizenship should be responsible for certain global solutions.   

         Last Weekend at George Washington University, First Lady Michelle Obama told 

graduating students that “So many of today’s challenges are borderless, from the 

economy to terrorism to climate change” and that “solving those problems demands 

cooperation with others.” That sounds familiar. It’s clear that our core beliefs are 

accepted by mainstream thinkers now. So our task is to push the boundaries of what is 

possible and step by step create the world that we envision. 

          We need an effective democratic system for the many problems plaguing our 

world, many of which were unknown a century or two ago. For example, kidnapping of 

children by a spouse from a different country has become a major problem. While 

progress has been made in resolving this issue, there still needs to be an enforceable, 

legal, impartial, system to determine who should be responsible for caring for a child 

when parents internationally split up.  

         Somali Pirates are a problem and they have enough money to contest their 

seizure. I have a legal friend whose firm is working on an international bankruptcy and is 

having difficulty determining as to whether the foreign or US court should have 

jurisdiction. There should be an international court to deal with these issues.  Possible 

model could be the way disputes are handled by regional organizations such as 

NAFTA, European Union, World Trade Organization and other groups.  They could 

present a regional position before an international court or authority.  

         Ever since it’s founding, the United Nations has been crippled by the veto power 

of the five permanent members of the Security Council, which has meant that many 

cases calling for strong steps have only seemed weak action. For example, what is 

needed is some sort of trusteeship for failing states. Although major charities have been 

able to house and feed over two million refugees from Darfur, they have been seriously 

handicapped by the failure of the developed world to provide troops to protect and 

resolve the Darfurian situation. Also Western countries were largely helpless as 






